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“ Deciding to go back to school so that I could better serve
our community was a tough choice. After being in the work
force for so long, finances were definitely a hurdle for me. I
love our community and I am so grateful for this award that
furthers my education and gives me the opportunity to help
others in the future.”
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OUR
COMMITMENT
The Foundation is dedicated to helping MHC accomplish its goals
by building beneficial relationships with people and organizations
who share our interest in learning and the future.
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Every year, individuals, companies, organizations, and community groups
invest in the future of students and post-secondary education by donating
to the Foundation.
The entire community benefits when people learn to make the most of their
abilities and take advantage of opportunities in life. A gift to the Medicine
Hat College Foundation will help people develop the skills, knowledge and
character needed to make positive contributions to our society.
Your support will enable MHC to deliver affordable, accessible and relevant
programming to every student. The Medicine Hat College Foundation believes
every individual should have access to education that equips him/her to lead
a more fulfilling life.
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SUPPORTING
STUDENTS
The impact of donations is significant. For example, students
receive over $300,000 in bursaries and scholarships each
year, making college more affordable for many. Donations
have also helped build facilities like the Vera Bracken Library,
the Power Engineering facility, and have provided equipment
to enhance learning.
As a donor you can designate your gift to benefit one or
more areas of your choosing, or make an unrestricted gift
so that funds will be used where the need is greatest. Your
investment will support MHC as a dynamic and flexible
institution capable of responding to the current and future
educational training needs of the region.
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A FEW WAYS TO
SUPPORT STUDENTS
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ONGOING OR
ONE TIME
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CHARITABLE
REMAINDER
TRUST

EMERGENCY
FUNDING

IMMEDIATE
FINANCIAL
SUPPORT

PROGRAM
ENHANCEMENTS

MOST
FLEXIBLE
FORM OF
GIVING

FIND MORE
INFORMATION
ON PAGE 9
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YOUR PASSION,
OUR STUDENTS
Our Foundation team can work with you to match your philanthropic goals
to the college’s objectives. We want to know what inspires you and we will
work to align your gift with a current project. Our three priority areas
include: scholarships & bursaries, program enhancements and
emergency funding.
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STUDENT SUCCESS
Help students achieve their goals and realize the benefits of advanced
education in our region. Supporting our annual campaign for students
enhances programs, provides bursaries that reduce costs, and rewards
academic and athletic achievements.

SCHOLARSHIPS & BURSARIES
The student awards program funds scholarships and bursaries. Start a
legacy with an endowment, or fund an award annually. Scholarship and
bursaries play a significant role in a student’s education. We are able to
work with you to develop criteria, such as a specific program or financial
need, that aligns with your passion of why you want to support students.
We can work with you throughout the year to develop a scholarship;
however, the ideal time is between January to April when we start to
prepare scholarships for the upcoming year. Tax receipts are available
for scholarship and bursary donations.
SUCCESS STORY
It is difficult to find an investment that offers greater lifetime benefit than
education. Yet the cost of tuition, books and supplies is high. Thankfully,
the generosity of private and corporate donors helps ensure financial
concerns do not prevent students from attending college. Each year,
donors and the college combine resources to offer over $300,000 in
direct support to students.
giving guide | your passion, our students
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STUDENT SUCCESS CONTINUED
PROGRAM ENHANCEMENTS
You can enhance a program in many ways. We’re often looking for
resources, including equipment and expertise, to provide new learning
opportunities. Program enhancements benefit students across campus.
By gifting to a program enhancement you can help new program
development, increase the capacity and resources for class projects,
and even increase student support services available on campus.
This is the most flexible form of giving, as we are able to align your
passion with a variety of projects – including academics, apprenticeship,
non-academic programming, continuing studies, athletics, and
conservatory. In addition to program enhancements, we are able to
accept gift-in-kinds that also help enhance programs. From trucks to
health equipment, we are able to match your gift-in-kind to the program
that best fits. Tax receipts are available for most program enhancements.

SUCCESS STORY
The Vera Bracken Library has served the needs of generations of
students. Bright spaces combine with excellent labs and classrooms
provide an excellent place to study and learn. In 2004, donors around
our region provided $1.7 million of support towards this project.
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EMERGENCY FUNDING
Life happens, and we want to make sure students are supported when
they need immediate financial support. The Pathways Student Life
Enhancement Fund supports students who encounter financial barriers
that may prevent them from completing their education. From childcare
to transportation, textbooks to tuition; the Pathways Fund is available to
support students from the time of application to graduation. And unlike
many scholarships and bursaries, there is no specific criteria to apply.
With your help, the Medicine Hat College Foundation can build a pathway
to confidence and success through education. Tax receipts are available
for emergency funding donations.

SUCCESS STORY
The challenges of family and job commitments can make returning to
study as an adult a daunting task. Thanks to the private support of
$1 million in 1998, the Open Learning Centre allows adults to develop
their potential through classes that are adaptable to their schedules.

ARTS & CULTURE
Art, design, music and dance are vital aspects of society and thriving
segments of our economy. Supporting arts and culture helps students
develop their passions and talents.

BRING BACK THE MUSIC
Bring Back the Music is a project that inspires younger students who
otherwise may never have the opportunity to hold an instrument. We
partner with Elm Street Elementary School, Vincent Massey Elementary
School, and MHC Conservatory instructors to bring music into the
classroom. Share your love of the arts!
MHC CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC & DANCE
MHC’s Conservatory of Music and Dance enhances our community
with top-notch faculty and instruction. You can continue a legacy by
contributing to a scholarship or donating instruments.

SUCCESS STORY
For Levi, age 11, learning to play the cello was a fun experience. “It
was kind of confusing at first but I got the hang of it,” says the excited
11-year-old cello player. “The cello is big, and awesome, and loud and
Ms. Bootland is fun. I’m glad I got to play before going to Grade 7.”
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TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION
New. Cutting edge. Possibilities. That’s what innovation is all about. You
can help ensure people in our region have access to experiences and
equipment to foster the growth of ideas and the economy.

HEALTH SIMULATION CENTRE
If you think robotics is the stuff of science fiction and manufacturing, visit
our health simulation centre to see how innovation is changing learning,
and how you can be involved in our programs that utilize the Health
Simulation Centre.
3D PRINTING
New technologies like additive printing have the capacity to change
the way we view the world. Discover the exhilarating possibilities of
3D printing technology and help our region keep pace with change.
Your involvement helps our region move to the next step of innovation.
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP
The business world continues to grow in complexity and opportunity. The
small company on the corner may do business across the globe while
meeting needs at home, too. Your support enhances the capacity of
women and men establishing their careers.

ENTREPRENEUR DEVELOPMENT CENTRE
Should I look for a job, or make my own? That’s a question that many
people encounter and with your support, an increasing number are opting
for the world of entrepreneurship. You can help future business leaders
develop through the Entrepreneur Development Centre (EDC).
CLASS PROJECTS & STUDENT GROUPS
Learning in the class is good, but hands-on learning in the world helps
lessons strike home. Your help enables students to take learning to the
community through class projects and activity within student groups that
feature entrepreneurship.

SUCCESS STORY
Through a seed donation, the Entrepreneur Development Centre was
started in 2012. With many thanks to donors over the years, student
entrepreneurs have received over $500,000 of support through
mentorship and financial support.
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SKILLED TRADES
No discussion of our province’s immediate future is complete without
considering the role of the skilled trades. The opportunities in this area
have never been greater. Your support expands our capacity to help
individuals prepare for jobs that employers need.

PROGRAM ENHANCEMENTS
The college must keep pace as technology and techniques change.
With your help we can tool up our programs to ensure learning is
aligned and relevant to the real world.
YOUTH CAREER DEVELOPMENT
Career development starts early. You can help ensure that
youth understand the potential of careers in the trades.

SUCCESS STORY
Power engineering is a strong program that aligns directly to the
employment needs of Alberta’s energy and manufacturing sectors.
With $2 million of support from Cenovus, the government of Alberta,
and many other industry leaders, MHC was able to provide a new and
technically sophisticated home for this program in 2009.
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ATHLETICS & COMPETITION
Teams and competition help people prepare for the realities of the
workplace while bringing a sense of accomplishment and pride. The
Rattlers develop talents and take Medicine Hat College spirit and energy
on the road when they compete.

ADOPT-A-RATTLER
A student athlete makes a big commitment when they join a team.
Practice, training and competing crowd the hours available for learning;
help a Rattler achieve their academic and athletic potential by supporting
scholarships or adopting a Rattler.
SPONSORSHIP
The home field advantage offers the Rattlers an edge, and boosts the
economy too. Help us host provincial and national championships and
cheer on the Rattlers.

SUCCESS STORY
The MHC Booster Club was started in 1988 with a sole focus to support
student athletes. Today, the club continues to sell 50/50 tickets, raffle
tickets and devotes hundreds of volunteer hours to support student
athletes through program enhancements and scholarships.
giving guide | your passion, our students
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WAYS TO GIVE
Support for students never stops, and we want to make it easy
to support your passion for education. There are multiple forms
of giving available to best align with your objectives.
DID YOU KNOW?
You can support students online at www.mhc.ab.ca/donate.
Here you can choose to make a one-time donation or a monthly gift.
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ANNUAL GIFT

GIFTS-IN-KIND

Annual gifts are most common in scholarships and bursaries. These gifts do
not require a yearly commitment, but we will touch base with you to see if you
are still interested in supporting students after your first gift.

Both during your lifetime and through your will, you can donate property
including equipment, software, artwork, shares and real estate. Tax receipts for
your donated property or equipment work in the same way as they do for a gift
of cash.

PLEDGES
Pledges are primarily used in scholarships, bursaries, emergency funding, and
program enhancements. Pledges allow you to spread the cost of your donation
over several years. For example, if you wish to make a $10,000 gift–you can
commit to donate $2,000 for 5 years. Once your pledge has been established,
we’ll send you an invoice each year as a reminder to make your contribution.

GIFTS OF SECURITIES
When you make a gift of appreciated securities you receive an official tax receipt
for the fair market value of the gift, based on the value of the securities on the
date of transfer to The Medicine Hat College Foundation. Contact the Foundation
to obtain the Q Trade Form to make your gift of security.

HONORARY / MEMORIAL GIFTS

SPONSORSHIP

Honorary gifts recognize special individuals, anniversaries or events. Memorial
gifts recognize lifetime accomplishments of individuals who have passed away.
Honorary or memorial gifts can be unrestricted or designated for use in a
particular program or area.

Sponsorship differs from a donation as it is cash received that has a return
on investment such as logo promotion, verbal promotion, etc. Partnering with
Medicine Hat College for sponsorship opportunities can help you achieve your
marketing objectives. Sponsorship may include athletic sponsorship, ongoing
event sponsorship, or one-time event sponsorship. If you are interested in
exploring a sponsorship partnership, connect with us to learn what opportunities
are available. Note that sponsorship recognition differs from donation recognition.
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16

PLANNED GIVING
A planned gift is a charitable gift that you plan for now, but is not received by
the Foundation until a later date. Making a planned gift can be a way of making
a very personal statement about the values you have embraced throughout your
lifetime. There are many different types of planned charitable gifts: bequests, life
insurance, charitable remainder trusts and charitable gift annuities.
The Medicine Hat College Foundation is honoured to receive the trust of
individuals who choose to establish a planned gift to benefit the college and
its students. Making a planned gift can also provide significant tax benefits for
you and your loved ones. Professional advisors can assist you in making the
best decision for your estate and financial plans. We would also be pleased to
discuss with you the many opportunities to make a lasting difference through a
planned gift to The Medicine Hat College Foundation.
Your privacy and right to give anonymously will be respected. The following
are four examples of how one can make a Planned Gift:
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BEQUEST
Charitable gifts can be made through your will. A bequest in your will is treated
as if the gift was made in your final year of life and is claimed for credit on
your final tax return. With a gift through your will, you retain full use of your gift
property during your life. Large bequests in your will may become unusable for
tax purposes if they far exceed the allowable threshold. You may therefore want
to consider other options to maximize both the tax credits and the funds available
to your beneficiaries–both family members and your charities. We would be
pleased to provide you or your legal advisor with sample bequest wording.
LIFE INSURANCE AS A GIFT
Life insurance offers an affordable way of giving, and for many may be the
preferred means to make a significant gift to Medicine Hat College. By
purchasing a new life insurance policy, with the Foundation as beneficiary, your
yearly premiums are eligible for tax-deductible receipts. Simply arrange with a
life insurance company of your choice, transfer ownership and assign beneficial
rights to Medicine Hat College.
If one or more of your existing policies no longer fits your personal financial
strategy, you could consider transferring the policy to Medicine Hat College and
receive a tax receipt for the full value of the policy. If premiums are still payable,
transfer ownership and name Medicine Hat College as beneficiary, but continue
to pay the premiums. We will issue you a tax receipt for each additional premium
paid or you can simply name Medicine Hat College as beneficiary. In the future
when the proceeds of the policy are received, Medicine Hat College will issue a
tax receipt, which will benefit your estate.

CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUST
If you have property that you would like to donate to Medicine Hat College, but
you need the income from the property during your lifetime, consider donating
a ‘residual’ interest in the property–that is the capital that will remain on your
death. One way to do this is to set up a charitable remainder trust. A charitable
remainder trust is an agreement whereby you make an irrevocable gift to The
Medicine Hat College Foundation and in return, you receive a regular income for
as long as you live.
Your funds will be professionally managed and all of the income from the trust
will be distributed to you on a regular basis. At the time of the death, or at the
time of the second person’s death in the case of a joint arrangement, the portion
of the remaining donation capital becomes available for the work of the college.

ANNUITY
Another option for donors who wish to receive the income from their property
is a charitable gift annuity. An annuity offers a realistic option for making a
significant contribution while maintaining future financial security. A charitable
gift annuity is an agreement whereby you make an irrevocable gift to The
Medicine Hat College Foundation. In return, you receive a regular income for
as long as you live, based on your age and according to the rate offered at the
time the annuity commences. The payment frequency is monthly. At the time
of death, (or at the time of the second person’s death in joint and survivorship
annuities), the portion of the donation remaining becomes available for the
work of the college.

Through a charitable remainder trust you can:
• Give a larger gift than might otherwise be feasible
• Receive charitable tax credits from your gift
Charitable remainder trusts usually require an initial $100,000 of capital to
establish and are generally arranged through a trust institution.
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SAYING
THANKS
The highest form of recognition we can provide is the confidence
that your gift makes a difference in the life of a student. We are
also pleased to extend public recognition of your gift in several
different ways.
The Medicine Hat College Foundation gratefully acknowledges
the support of alumni and friends who advance achievement in
education, college athletics and the performing arts by making
outright or deferred gifts.
We believe donor recognition should fit the needs of the donor,
and be expressed tastefully and efficiently. Be assured that we
are grateful for your support, and will work with you to share
the story of your generosity to inspire the community.
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DONOR RECOGNITION WALL

TAX RECEIPTS

The college maintains a publicly accessible donor recognition wall at the
Medicine Hat campus. This wall is updated annually to feature the many
people and organizations that contribute to the well being of the community.

We are pleased to offer tax receipts for all eligible donations. The Foundation
scrupulously follows tax receipt rules established by Canada Revenue Agency,
and we’ll be pleased to answer any questions you may have. If necessary, we
encourage you to seek advice from a qualified financial expert.

“real”
Donors to Medicine Hat College will automatically be subscribed to real,
an electronic publication that shares stories about the people who make
the college unique. Read the latest publication at www.mhc.ab.ca/real.
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READY TO
SUPPORT
STUDENTS
Already have an idea on how you want to support students? Need
to brainstorm further on a future partnership? We want to meet with
you to discuss the details of your donation and how we can make
supporting students easy. We have the following options available
to make a donation including:
• In-person meeting
• Phone
• Mail
• Online: www.mhc.ab.ca/donate
Contact us for details on the next step in supporting students.
General Inquiries:
Email | foundation@mhc.ab.ca
Phone | 403-502-8997
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